Aste Tee? reece rain? Cine a Whe ented” we 
sky, while most people were moving slowly away from the © 
summer mode some NJDOT employees were readying for the 
‘onslaught of the winter elements. 
Here are some Sage es ro 


} Plowing the. way: 
NJDOT plow avibek shifted their winter readiness skills 


into high gear’at the ‘annual Snow.Plow Road-eo at the National 


Guard Training Academy in Sea.Girt on September 28. 

Ten plow drivers from each region and two from 
Headquarters tested their competencies in the regional 
Road-eos. The 32 participants must drive a designated course 
and hit markers attached to cones at a speed of no more than 
20 mph. 

According to Executive Assistant Mike Davis of 
Maintenance Engineering and Operations Support, the trick 
is not to knock down any of the cones. This exercise simulates 
driving on a snow-covered roadway. 

Winning is based on a perfect score of 2,500. After the 
participants drive the course, points are deducted for the 
number of cones hit or overturned and for other reasons. While 
there is no time limit, Bob Dombrowski, Safety Inspector, is on 
hand to monitor speed and driving habits. 

Mike Foytik of Crew 420, Region South took top honors 
with a score of 2,332. Cody Clement, Crew 456, Region South, 
Mike Grogan, Crew 227 of Region North and Dan Christen, 
Crew 333, Central Region placed second, third and fourth 
respectively. Region and statewide winners are listed on the 
insert. 

Other competitions held at the same time have to do 
with snow readiness. Regional Maintenance Engineer Henry 
Soloway of Region North said that one example at the Road-eo 
is a troubleshooting competition for mechanics that was won 
by Dennis Dekake, Region North, Crew 276. 

There was also a best-in-show truck competition for any 


seven-ton dump truck manufactured before 2000. Region North 


Equipment Operator Teecph Villanti of Crew 335, Keasbey vards 
Central Region makes his way through the obstacle course during the 
annual Snow Road-eo in Sea Girt. 


Crew 227 won with a 1995 GMC Topkick. Both competitions are 
about maintaining vehicles. 
Giving ice the slip 

Snow plowing is one way to get the roads clear and safe for 
drivers, but slippery roads and ramps are just — and possibly more 
— dangerous. Examples of NJDOT at the forefront of a dangerous 
road are the ramps from Route 19 north, and south to I-80 East in 
Paterson. 

“Due to the many wet weather accidents on these ramps, 
the Department partnered with a supplier to provide a test site on 
these ramps using SafeLane Surface Overlay,” said Soloway. 


“The installation of the material that will provide traction to 
Continued on back page 


Former Commissioner Louis J. Gambaccini makes history — again 


The first NJ TRANSIT Board of directors met in December 1979 

in Newark. Photographed with NJDOT Commissioner and Board 
Chairman Louis J. Gambaccini (fourth from left) are William M. 
Rodgers, John C. McGoldrich, Martin Brody and Betty Wilson of 
the Department of Environmental Protection. Richard D. Standford 
for State Treasurer Clifford Goldman and Board Member Verdell L. 
Roundtree are missing from the picture. 


Few people get to make history once — let alone twice. 
Former NJDOT Commissioner Louis J. Gambaccini is truly an 
exception. 

Governor Jon Corzine and Commissioner Kris Kolluri, Esq. 
announced the renaming of the 300,000 square foot NJTRANSIT 
building headquarters the Louis J. Gambaccini Building on 
September 13 to honor the man who created the agency. 

Actually, Gambaccini did more than create NJTRANSIT. He 
founded a statewide public transit system, and fixed the state’s 
financially and structurally broken commuter transportation 
system. 

“As the first and founding chairman of the Board of 
Directors, Lou Gambaccini foresaw the day when New Jersey 
could deliver safe, reliable and affordable transportation,” said 
Commissioner Kris Kolluri, who is also NJTRANSIT Board 
Chairman. 

In the 1960s and 1970s the state’s transit was sorely 
inadequate. The Commuter Operating Agency (COA), created by 
the Transportation Act of 1966, made the Highway Department 


Continued on page 2 
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A bagpipe medley by Jeff Bee 
of Traffic Signal and Safety accompanied 
NJDOT employees to the Employee 
Memorial. There they paid homage to 
the thousands who lost their lives in the 
attacks on September 11, 2001 on the 
World Trade Center in New York City, 
at the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. 
and in Shanksville, PA. This included 
74 colleagues from the Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey. 

“Part of our family died that 
day, but their memories live on,” said 
Commissioner Kris Kolluri, Esq. “We 
have to give thanks to those members 
of the military who are currently 
serving.” 

During the ceremony many 
were remembered: NJDOT employees 
who helped during that disaster; the 
NJDOT employees who lost their lives 
performing their jobs; and, the NJDOT 
employees who passed away in the last 
year. 

The keynote speaker, Col. Joseph 
R. Fuentes, Superintendent of the NJ 
State Police, looked to the future as he 
explained NJDOT’s role in homeland 
security — to be prepared. 

“New Jersey has many 
infrastructures at risk,” said Fuentes. 
“These include our pharmaceutical 
industry, the petroleum companies and 
our ports. This is a 9/11 state and we 
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.T employees commemorat 


NJ State Police Bagpipers Sgt. Joseph Wurtz and Trooper 1 Daniel Murphy, Commissioner 
Kris Kolluri, Esq. and Deputy Commissioner Stephen Dilts lead a procession from the 
Employee Memorial at Headquarters after a ceremony commemorating the fifth anniversary 
of the September 11 attacks. 


should think of it that way. We — the NJ 
State Police and NJDOT —- must work 
together. Homeland security in this state 
is not me, it is you.” 


Urvi Dave, Division of Operations 
Support, professed hope for the future in 
a closing prayer using a Sanskrit word, 
Shanti or peace. Referencing the Indian 


philosopher Mahatma Gandi’s teachings 
of non-violence, Dave said, “It is better to 
have a heart without words than words 
without heart.” 


Former Comm issioner Continued from front page 


multimodal. The COA managed monies that subsidized 
capital improvements to privately-owned railroads and 
bus companies. Unfortunately, the COA did not provide 
a viable transportation system. 

Enter Gambaccini, an experienced public transit 
expert whom Governor Brendan Byrne appointed 
Transportation Commissioner in 1978 for an express 
purpose: to rid the state of subsidized bankrupt 
railroads and bus companies and a dangerously 
growing expensive backlog of repairs on its aging 
highway and bridge infrastructure. He accomplished 
this in two giant steps. 

First, Gambaccini got the word out to the 
Department’s employees about his policies and outreach 

and that he trusted them to help solve the transportation 
problem. Second, he mounted a public campaign for the 
Transportation Bond issue in 1979 through a blue ribbon committee involving the 
private sector and the media. It worked. 

As a result of his efforts the Transportation Act of 1979 created NJTRANSIT. It 
is today the third largest and considered one of the best public transit agencies in 
the nation, moving more than 400,000 people every day on buses, trains and light 
rails, with links to New York and Philadelphia. 


Gambaccini 


Hogan, Weaver, Wospil: new directors make plans 


Shortly after Commissioner 
Kris Kolluri, Esq. announced his 


appointments — James R. Hogan to 
Acting Executive Director, Statewide 
Traffic Operations and Michael 

Weaver to Director, Division of 
Information Technology — and Assistant 
Commissioner Mark Stout announced 
the appointment of Thomas A. Wospil 
to Director of Capital Investment 
Planning and Development, the 
appointees made plans. 

Hogan, a Professional Engineer 
and 22-year NJDOT veteran, was 
Director of Traffic Operations until his 
appointment. He previously managed 
Traffic Operations South in Cherry Hill. 

“T would like to build upon the 
successes of the past and provide new 
and improved intelligent transportation 
systems ,” said Hogan. “My goal is 
to keep traffic safely moving in New 


Jersey by quickly clearing incidents, 
minimizing the delays associated with 
construction zones, providing real-time 
information and finding ways to utilize 
the latest transportation technology to 
help our customers — the motorists.” 

Weaver comes to NJDOT from 
the Department of Community Affairs 
where he served as the Deputy Chief 
Information Officer (CIO). Experienced 
in operations, network services and 
systems development, Weaver is 
responsible for overseeing NJDOT’s 
units that coordinate the computer and 
telephone network infrastructure. 

“For starters the goal is to provide 
easy and open access to data throughout 
the Department,” said Weaver. “We'll do 
this through phone and onsite assistance 
for network users; we'll design and 
develop software applications; and, 
we'll introduce new technologies 


and facilitate the development of data 
resources.” 

The former Manager of Capital 
Program Development, who is a 32- 
year veteran of the Department, Wospil 
has extensive knowledge of the capital 
program process and is aware of the 
challenges of the position. 

“The Department provides various 
funding opportunities that are fulfilled 
by state and federal resources. Our 
funding game plans are under constant 
pressure due to ever-changing needs and 
priorities,” said Wospil. 

“For example, changes can come 
about via the next phone call or e- 
mail.” He said. “Ultimately, we have 
to keep our eye on the main focus — to 
implement a capital program to advance 
the Department’s Capital Investment 
Strategy and effectively manage the 
available resources.” 


NJDOTers assume the three Es of certified public managers 


Developing the three Es of managers — effective, efficient and ethical — 


of the Certified Public Manager (CPM) program administered by the Department of 


Personnel. 


Achieving this goal were the 15 NJDOTers who received their CPM certificates at 


the New Jersey State Museum in Trenton on September 15. 

They are: Daniel Black, Stuart Brooks, Nancy Girton, Elkins Green, Susan 
Gresavage, Gary Leach, Edmund Osian, Donald Perry, Harshad Ringwala, Sam 
Salim, Fredlyn Schloss, Terrance Smith, Karl Sottung and Kathleen Stewart. 

Chief of Staff Joseph Fiordaliso presented the certificates for the successful 
completion of the six-part national program. They shared their accomplishment with 
hundreds of other state employees from 15 state departments. 

In New Jersey the CPM program is administered by the Department of 
Personnel’s Human Resource Development Institute in partnership with Fairleigh 


Dickinson University. 


: Obituaries 


is the goal 


Director of Environmental Resources Elkins 
Green and Chief of Staff Joseph Fiordaliso 
flank Assistant Professor of Administrative 
Science Paulette Laubsch of Fairleigh 
Dickinson University at the Certified Public 
Manager graduation ceremonies in Trenton. 


nieces a and cy: 


_Retiree Pasquale R. Maiorano died March 12 in Hudson, 
L.T The yn Pr Highway Inspector 
is survived by his wife ie re) ar Frances 
eae and his grandchild: 

_ Retired Superintendent of nce, eee 1 Worth 
B. Cunningham died April 15 in Raritan Township. A Korean 
War veteran, Cunningham is survived by his sons Bruce and 
Mark, daughter Sally Pastrucha, sister Mary Ford and eight 
grandchildren. 

Rose Kimble Caprio died April 16in Trenton, The 
Levittown, PA resident, who retired after 40 years with 

NJDOT, is survived by her sister Patricia Kollien and six 


er 


daughters Karen Devine and Lind 


Retited Crew Supervisor ey) Kimble died May 25 in 
Gloucester City. His wife Martha, sons Robert and William, 
1 Idin, grandchildren 


and pet survive the veteran of th avy. 
Design Engineer Robert W. H sbury died June 1 
in Princeton. His mother Grace Hartman, son Robert W. 


Hansbury Jr., daughter Stacy, brother John, sister Ruth and 


four grandchildren survive him. 

_ Retiree Chester Ralph Milone died July 5 in Stanhope. 
The U.S. Navy veteran of World War II is survived by his 
wife Eleanor, and his children Elizabeth Wortendyke, Colleen 


_ Basenese and Christine Sweeney, his sisters Stella Grish and 
_ Frances Ross and his grandchildren. 
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NJ DOT em ployees Continued from front page 


the ramps through rocky material to hold 
anti-icing materials before a storm took 
place from September 6-9.” 

Federal Highway Administration 
statistics show that using SafeLane 
performed well with no weather-related 
accidents during the 2005-2006 winter at 
the test sites studied. Region North Crew 
213 Supervisor Richard Christensen and 
his crew members Jose Marrero, Robert 
Pitts, Danny Stevens, William Falato, 
Jose Fernandez, John Duggan and Scott 
Low assisted in the installation. 

“We provided safety such as shutting 
down all of the ramps so the SafeLane 
could be installed,” said Christensen. 
“We also helped load stone, provided 
equipment such as a loader, light towers, 
a Bobcat, a compressor and trucks for 
unloading the stone and debris cleanup 
after the job was completed.” 


Sharing with others 
Safe winter roadways are vitally 

important. According to Richard M. 
Shaw, Director of Operations Support, 
he and Soloway shared NJDOT’s 
winter preparedness information with 
Association of State Highway Officials 
(AASHTO) and Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) representatives 


Trenton, NJ 
Permit No. 21 


oe 


at the recent Eastern Winter Road 
Maintenance Symposium and Equipment 
Expo in Atlantic City. 

NJDOT has used anti-icing methods 
before. During the 2005-2006 winter 
maintenance staff installed an anti-icing 
facility at Jugtown Mountain in Hunterdon 
County for liquid potassium acetate to 
prevent icing conditions. The Department 
also used nine brine manufacturing 
systems and a dozen applicator trucks. 

“We use brine on roadways, but for 
the FAST system on I-78, we use liquid 
potassium acetate. FAST is fixed anti-icing 
spray technology that activates when the 
sensors indicate a potential icing condition 
can occur,” said Shaw. 

“The purpose of the Expo is to 
educate and provide greater awareness 
to states in the northeast on how to deal 
with hard-hitting winter conditions,” said 
Jeff Callahan, Assistant Commissioner of 
Operations. “It is our collective common 
goal to keep our roadways clean and 
ensure the safe passage of people and 
goods.” 

Other NJDOTers who assisted in 
coordinating the conference included 
Dave Bowlby, Patricia Bowker, Mike 
Davis, Renee Rapciewicz and Jill Sentak. 


Executive Assistant 2 Susan Rubinetti and 
Secretarial Assistant 2 Erin Nelson set the 
markers on the snow plow obstacle course 
during the annual Snow Road-eo. The plow 
drivers are required to hit the markers, not 
the cones, as they maneuver the course. 


Region 
1 - NORTH 


2 - CENTRAL 


3 - SOUTH 
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Snow Plow Competitions 


Name 


Mike Grogan 
Joseph Sonntag 
Myron Waciura 
Alfred Forster 
Mark Gallagher 
Pablo Martin 
James Beatty 
Thomas Chalupnik 
Allen Goble 
Michael Graham 


Dan Christen 
Jeff Synder 
Mitch Carbone 
Joe Villanti 
Dale DeLuca 
Frank Deuel 
Mike Kirwan 
Brian Sweet 
James Carbone 


Luis Rodriquez 


Mike Foytik 

Cody Clement 
Marc Sims 

Tim Gale 

Ron Lugo 
Douglas Campbell 
Eugene Montagna 
DavidMortimer 
Bob Valez 
Anthony Cirino 


William Huber 


William Mennel 


Trans 


Best in Region Road-eo 


Crew 


227, 
213 
217 
220 
225 
227 
OPH) 
220 
220 
219 


333 
322 
345 
335 
S57, 
322 
27 
318 
es 
310 


420 
456 
434 
455 
417 
420 
420 
425 
423 
422 


551 
ell 


erter 


October 2006 


Final Score 


Dei 
2301 
2292 
2283 
2233 
2222 
2216 
2203 
2169 
2165 
Total 


2312 
2290 
227, 
2279 
DMS 
2252 
2233 
2232 
2171 
2155 
Total 


2332 
2324 
2306 
2298 
2201 
2188 
2182 
2154 
2136 
2072 
Total 


2080 
2017 


Total 


22403 


22480 


22193 


4097 


Individual Champion 


Annual Snow Road-eo 
Name | Region rN Crew 
Mike Foytik 3 - SOUTH 420 
Cody Clement | (325O0UTH «)) nha 156); : 
Mike Grogan _1-NORTH 227 
Dan Christen : 2-CENTRAL | 3 333 
Marc Sims 3 - SOUTH : 3 | 434 
Joseph Sonntag 1- NORTH | 213 
Tim Gale SO SeSOUTH uit aS 
Myron Waciura 1 - NORTH 217 
Jeff Synder 2 - CENTRAL " 322 
Alfred Forster 1 - NORTH 220 
Mitch Carbone 2-CENTRAL - 345 
Joe Villanti 2-CENTRAL | eS 
Dale DeLuca 2 - CENTRAL S57) 
Frank Deuel 2 - CENTRAL 322 
Mark Gallagher 1- NORTH 225, 
Mike Kirwan 2-CENTRAL _ bens Pay 
Brian Sweet 2- CENTRAL We: 
Pablo Martin 1- NORTH oy 
James Beatty 1 - NORTH 227, 
Thomas Chalupnik 1 - NORTH 1220 
Ron Lugo | 3 - SOUTH 2 a 
Douglas Campbell | 83" SOUTH 420 
Eugene Montagna 3 - SOUTH 420 
James Carbone 2 - CENTRAL ‘B17 
Allen Goble : 1- NORTH inane 4 9 
Michael Graham SUR ONORTED 80 aca 
Luis Rodriquez : 2 - CENTRAL TS LORe: 
David Mortimer : 3 - SOUTH 425 
Bob Valez 3 - SOUTH Ae 423 | 
William Huber 4-HEADQUARTERS 551 
Anthony Cirino te COUT Cn cae i 402) 


Williata Mennel 4-HEADQUARTERS- Pout 


